
Kedleston is one of the best places in the 
whole country to discover old and ancient trees! 

Are you ready to go on a tree hunt?

Approx 1.2 miles (2km)
Grassy, hilly parkland (may be muddy)

Tree Hunt

I l lustrated by Emma Metcalfe

Ked leston

Don't worry if you don't have 
time to find all 5 trees today. 

Find as many as you like.

Route includes steps (marked) 
Please ask for alternative routes

Here are some clues to help you spot them.
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Here are five of our favourite ancient and veteran trees. Can you find them? 
Or why not discover some of your own? We have hundreds at Kedleston! 

Bullfinches love to gobble up tree seeds. 
In late winter and spring they eat tree buds.

Can you measure around my trunk using your arms?
Your outstretched arms measure about the same as your height.
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Super Sycamore GPS: N 52°57.576    W 001°32.216

I’m probably the most 
photographed tree in 

Derbyshire!

Can you spot any galls like these?
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Tiny wasps make me grow strange galls to feed and protect 
their larvae (babies).
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Kedleston's King Oak GPS: N 52°57.536    W 001°32.702

Oaks support more wildlife 
than any other native tree. 

Ancient oaks are even better!

Lesser stag beetles and their larvae 
(babies) spend winter snuggled up in 
rotting tree trunks.

Can you spot any fungi growing on or near me?
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I don't mind beetles living in 
me but they do tickle!
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Awesome Ash GPS: N 52°57.425   W001°32.564

You can't eat conkers but 
you can cook and eat the 
seeds of another chestnut 
tree, the sweet chestnut.

Take a closer look at me. Am I one tree? Or more?
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People brought me to Britain from 
Turkey about 400 years ago.

Huge Horse Chestnut
GPS: N 52°57.383    W 001°32.434
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You won’t find any 
citrus fruits on me, 

I’m not that kind of lime!

Lots of moth caterpillars eat 
my leaves.

l ime 
hawkmoth

Lovely Lime
GPS: N 52°57.575    W 001°32.080

Ancient at



We call a tree a veteran 
when it has reached old 
age or has started to 
show signs of old age 
(like starting to rot).

We call a tree ancient 
when it's much older 
than other trees of 
the same species.

We call a tree mature 
when it has grown 
old enough and big 
enough to produce 
fruit or flowers.

ancientveteranmatureestablishing
A seedling is a very 
young plant or tree 
which has started to 
grow from a seed.

seedling
We call a young tree 
a sapling when it is 
about 3 feet tall.

The Looooooong Life of an Ancient Tree
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Nuthatches climb down trees 
and treecreepers climb up.

How many insects does each 
bird catch?

nuthatch treecreeper

nuthatch
treecreeper

Do and share a drawing

Draw a picture of your favourite Kedleston tree.
What did you like about it?

My Top Tree

We would love to see your pictures. Please share them with us!
KedlestonNT NTKedlestonHallKedlestonNT

Wild l ife Word Search
The older the tree, the greater the range of wildlife it can support. 
Can you find these living things which rely on Kedleston’s gnarly old trees?

We eat the leaves, flowers, fruit or seeds

We roost in holes

We grow on the tree

Our larvae live in 
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William the Conqueror and 
the Normans invade Britain.

Land at Kedleston belongs to a 
Norman family called the Curzons.

The current mansion house 
(designed by Robert Adam) is built.

Lord Curzon is 
Viceroy of India.

The National Trust 
starts looking after 
Kedleston.


